


Name 

Names are asked for to ensure everyone 

in the household is counted only once. 

Names, along with other information in the 

questionnaire, helps census workers 

remove extra records if a person appears 

more than once in the count. 

Sex 

Sex of each person is asked for to create 

statistics about males and females. 

Census data about sex is used in planning 

and funding government programs, and in 

evaluating other government programs 

and policies to ensure they fairly and 

equitably serve the needs of males and 

females. 

Age and date of birth 

Age and date of birth are asked to 

understand the size and characteristics 

of different age groups and to present 

other data by age. Local, state, tribal, and 

federal agencies use age data to plan and 

fund government programs that provide 

assistance or services for specific age 

groups, such as children, working-age 

adults, women of childbearing age, or the 

older population. 

Whether a person lives or stays 

somewhere else 

This question is asked to ensure 

individuals are not included at multiple 

addresses 
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Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin 

The question of whether a person is of 

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin is used 

to to create statistics about this ethnic 

group. The data collected in this question is 

needed by federal agencies to monitor 

compliance with anti-discrimination 

provisions, such as the Voting Rights Act 

and the Civil Rights Act. 

Race 

A person's race is asked to create statistics 

about race and to present other statistics 

by race groups. Race data are used in 

planning and funding government 

programs that provide funds or services for 

specific groups. These data are also used 

to evaluate government programs and 

policies to ensure that they are fairly and 

equitably serve the needs of all racial 

groups and to monitor compliance with 

anti-discrimination laws, regulations, and 

policies. 

Relationship 

The question of relationship of each person 

in a household to one central person is 

asked to create estimates about families, 

households, and other groups to present 

data at a household level. Local, state, 

tribal, and federal agencies use relationship 

data to plan and fund government 

programs that provide funds or services for 

families, people living or raising children 

alone, grandparents living with 

grandchildren, or other households that 

qualify for additional assistance. 
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